
bid, $598k was the highest 
bid. Earth Works got the 
job. Expected start date is 
spring 2010. In February 
we should know what the 
exact schedule is. 
 
Past Events:  First Flight 
Jan 1st. Electric Bob Stroz 
won.  He took off at 
6:45am for 5 minutes. 
Chris Baker got first crash 
shortly thereafter. 
 
Future Events:  SAC ban-
quet Feb 20th, DuPage 
swap meet Feb 6th, 
Unfinished Business:  
None 
Future Business: None 
Gooney Bird: None 
Show and Tell: A few 
items. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at:  
9:10pm 

 Suburban Aero 
Club of Chicago 

(SAC) 
Minutes of Gen-

eral Monthly 
Meeting, January 

14th, 2010 
Held at the VFW 

club in Tinley 
Park, IL. 

Sam Helmich, Secretary. 
 
Meeting called to order 
at: 7:35pm, by President 
Ron Wegrzyn. 
There were xxx members 
present. No new members, 
just one returning member, 
Chuck Fritz and his friend 
Dan. 
Reports by Committees 
or Officers: 

Secretary Minutes:  By 
Sam Helmich. A motion to 
accept the minutes as read 
was made by Charlie 
Harrell and second by Jon 
Marlatt.  Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: By 
Pat Dillon. A motion to 
accept the treasures report 
as read was made by Dale 
Thome, and second Pat 
Habel. Motion Carried. 
 
Safety Officer: By Ken 
Hallberg. No news is good 
news. Be careful if flying 
out there it’s slippery 
 
Old Field: Slippery out 
there, but people are flying. 
 
New Field: Ron went to 
opening of the bids for the 
new field. There were 17 
bids. $458k was the low 
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Well the weather has been 
a little tough on flying.  
It’s been mighty cold and 
foggy.  The Forest Pre-
serve has been out at the 
field seeding.  They 
should be done with all 
the stuff close to our run-
ways.  They did some 
driving on the North 
South runway but no dam-
age since the ground is 
really frozen. 

There should be a lot of 
action at the new field 
starting soon.  The bids 
were opened and the con-
tract has been let.  Earth 
Works has the contract 
and work should start this 
year. 
Remember to join SAC.  
A lot of members joined 
last month to take advan-
tage of The Gentle Jungle 
Winter Stimulus of $20.00 
off a $100.00 purchase.  
All the clubs had an in-
crease in sign ups this 
year because of it.  Re-
member that’s how Pat 
plans our yearly budget 

and we’re off to a good 
start.  So send your re-
newal to Pat or bring your 
renewal to the February 
meeting.  Even with the 
cold weather we’ve had 
some good crowds at the 
meetings.  Pete is getting 
some good stuff for the 
monthly raffles. They 
have been paying their 
own way and sometimes 
even making a little extra. 
We just have a few more 
dates to fill in and the 
SAC yearly Event Calen-
dar will be ready for the 
New Year.  Vern Leets 
will run the Memorial 

%���&	����������  

���������������������������������������������� Newsletter of THE SUBURBAN AERO CLUB OF CHICAGO  
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SAC 2010 BANQUET 
February 20, 2010 

 
It’s time to get serious about the annual SAC Banquet.  The Banquet will be at 
the Ashford House at 159th and 80th Ave.  The Banquet will start at 6:00 pm with 
the meal being served an hour later.  The entertainment will start about 8:00 pm 
and then a few prizes will be given out.  As in the past the wives and girl friends 
will also have a chance to win a couple of $50.00 gift certificates.  We will have a 
family style meal like last year.  The food will be good and there will be a cash 
bar open all evening.  The entertainment this year will be Ken Sevara a well 
known local comedian.  He is very entertaining and I know you will enjoy his 

From the Prez (continued from page 1) 
 
Float Fly again this year.  He did a great job last year.  Frank Trupes will run a War Bird Day.  
I’ll do the Labor Day Float Fly.  And rumor has it there may be some electric Fun Flys.  Anyone 
else who has a favorite airplane or wants to run an event is welcome to apply to be a CD.  It’s not 
hard, takes a little time and you’re in.  Anyone interested in becoming a CD please see me and 
I’ll fix you up with the appropriate paper work. 

Remember the Dope Can is a good source of information.  The cut off date is the 20th of 
the month for articles.  This will give John about 5 days to put everything together and get the 
Dope Can out about the 25th of the month.  If you have any ideas, tips, what ever drop him a line, 
and share your thoughts. Remember this is your club so help us out with what you want to see 
and do...   

Note again the membership application is in the Dope Can.  Don’t forget to renew your 
membership. Remind your fellow flying friends to join so we can plan our financial strategy for 
the year.   
 
Remember fly SAFE, get and use an airplane HOLDER. 
 
Ron (your friendly undertaker) 

Membership Drive 2010 
 

Again thanks to all that joined at the January meeting!  The application is again in the Dope Can 
so please fill out the application and either mail it in to Pat or give it to Pat Dillon at the February 
meeting.  If you should forget your application at home please see us at the February meeting, we 
will have extra copies.  Some members were concerned about our field location.  The bids for the 
new field were opened on Dec. 16th and Earth Works has been issued the contract.  It’s just a 
matter of time now till the new field is available.  We have a place to fly and it will be main-
tained in the same manner we have for years so the field should not be a concern.  I’m sure the 
mowing expense will go up a little this year so it is important that all flyers be asked to join SAC 
and help maintain the field.  For all renewals we need at least your Name, your E-Mail address, 
Phone # and your AMA number.  
Thanks in advance. 



�����&�����=������

	8�$������� 

)

��
�.'����
�2#.���#���

�#	����	�	�����1#�������

	��
���� �34���5
(6�
���
�

1�6
����
�� �

���������� 3�4�377�4��� �

������

��1#�������

	��
���� ���������* #�(�

��
����8�'
������
�(� �

���������� 3�4�393�9��� �

:#�
; �

�������������'(()*�+�������

������������ ���������	
���
��

�	�
��
������
������������

����
���
�����

� ��

���),<�
=�)�,1)�-&:��8>�

�
����
������������������������

,�-��
���
�.����������
�

$�$��
������.�����/��.��
�

�
�0����.����� -=, �.��
�
��� ��
� ��� �$�$��
�����
��
����������������%������.�
��.���������������������

/��������������/�1�
��������
����������.�����/����� 18�) �
���/�������
�������2��%��
��
�
��&�
����&����
�$���������

������-��������&����������
�����������.����.��
�����

�������������������������

.���������������
�1�����
.��3���
�$�$��
������������

-&:��

 

FIRST FLIGHT/ FIRST CRASH 2010 
It was mighty cold but a few diehards made it out to the field for 2010 First Flight.  I opened the gate at 6am and people started 
arriving.  Bob Stroz with his trusty assistant Nick Volk was the first one in the air.  Chris Baker was in the air around the same 
time but the spiral into the ground got him the First Crash Patch of 2010.  I was right behind Bob ready to take off if he couldn’t 
comply with the 2 minutes of flight.  He had no problem to the east but when he got over toward the west the plane was very 
hard to see.  Bob did a nice job controlling Nick’s plane and made a nice landing with cold fingers and all.  Of course Ken was 
there to take the memorable pictures.  Sam was there with Matt, Charley thought about flying but couldn’t get his engine started. 
Mark and Chuck were there for moral support.  The boys then went up to warm up and have some breakfast. 

Deep Concentration 

    First Flight — Bob Stroz with Nick First Flight Group 

            First Crash -  Chris Baker 
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Over 100 Ready to Fly 
ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  
The store is now twice as big! 

(708) 597-4197  
“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!”  

GENTLE JUNGLE 

 

Congratulations to Charlie Harrell 
who won the Fokker D.VII. 

January 2010 Raffle Winner 

February Raffle 
 
 
Hangar 9 F22 Raptor.  A very 
nice airplane that flies well with 
excellent performance charac-
teristics.  This plane is based on 
an actual U.S. air force stealth 
fighter that is one of the world’s 
top performance fighters. 
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SAC Safety & Flying Field Etiquette 
The official AMA Safety Code and all Safety Rules contained in the AMA official Model Aircraft Regulations shall be ap-

plicable to all flying at the field. 
While on the field, all flyers must have in their possession their current AMA License, Club Membership Card, and FCC 

License (if required).  Student pilots must be accompanied by a licensed pilot until they have obtained their AMA li-
cense. 

Any club member may sponsor a guest flyer(s).  Open events involving fliers sponsored by the Club, and guest fliers must 
have in their possession their current AMA and FCC License (if required) and must comply with all Safety & Field Use 
Rules. 

Spectators are only allowed in the pit area or on the flying field when escorted by a Club Member. Children shall be allowed 
in the pit area only if closely supervised. Children shall not be allowed on or near the runway at anytime, unless they are 
trained and qualified fliers. Do not allow children to wander unescorted at anytime. 

Animals must be restrained. 
No flying of any sort shall be performed from, into or over the hazard area. The hazard area includes the pit, heliport, specta-

tor, and parking areas.  Deliberate flight over the pit, spectator, or parking area is prohibited. 
The proper flying position is behind the high grass (south side). Do not stand in the taxi ways! 
For an additional margin of safety, east/west take offs, landings and flying should be done 25 feet north of the high grass 

barrier. 
Pattern flying – Most pilots don’t want any restrictions. The only pattern requested is to take off and land into the wind.  

Once above 50 feet you’re on your own. On busy days it is advisable to fly with a Spotter. 
A supervised transmitter impound shall be employed during contest activity or other activity when so designated by the Con-

test Director. 
Glider/sailplane launching devices may be utilized only in full cooperation and full cognizance of all flyers at the field. 
During periods of field maintenance, every consideration for safety must be given. All flying must be terminated and equip-

ment must be relocated away from areas being worked on. Grass cutting shall have priority. 
Do not litter the field. Pick up ALL crash debris and place in provided barrels. 
Cutting down forest preserve trees to retrieve aircraft is strictly forbidden. 

PIN BOX: 
Under no condition shall a FM transmitter be turned on before you have taken the frequency pin and replaced it with your 

membership or AMA card.  We are still working on the 2.4 situation. 
Place the clip on your transmitter. Your transmitter should also display its frequency flag. 
When you are finished for the day return the pin and retrieve your card. 
When frequency sharing is necessary, flyers exchange the pin and cards are exchanged in the pin box. 

FLYING (GLO / GAS / Electric Models): 
All airplanes should be physically restrained when the engine is running while the airplane is in the pit area before taxiing to 

the runway. Taxiing onto the runway is allowed forward from the pit area. When retrieving an airplane from the runway, 
the engine shall be stopped in the taxiway or before returning to the pit area. 

Do not stand in line with a spinning propeller. 
Prolonged ground running of engines, e.g., break-in, will be conducted away from the pit area. 
Engines started and/or operated in the pit area must be positioned to prevent exhaust, oil, dust and dirt from being blown on 

spectators, other models, or equipment. 
All runway activities including takeoff, landing, touch-and-goes and model retrieval shall be clearly and loudly announced to 

the other pilots on the pilot's line. (i.e. "on runway", "runway clear", etc.) 
When an approaching model appears to be potentially hazardous to flyers or spectators, any observer(s) will loudly and 

clearly warn others of the danger. 
The flyer of a "dead stick" model shall loudly and clearly warn other persons of the situation. 
When a model experiences trouble, the pilot, or his/her helper, shall loudly and clearly warn other flyers of the situation. 

Landing priority shall be given immediately to the flyer/model experiencing the difficulty. 
All gasoline powered aircraft should have a properly rated fire extinguisher in the pit area. A fire extinguisher can be found 

in the south portion of the pin box stand. 
Airplanes should not be flown over the helipad 

Helicopters:                                                                                                                                                                          
Helicopters should use the designated Helicopter Area South of the parking lot.. 

 
FLY SAFELY; INSIST YOUR FELLOW PILOTS DO THE SAME                                      
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2010 TENTATIVE SAC EVENTS 
We need to start looking at dates for next year.  Some dates have already been changed.  
If you want to run something please jump in there.  Those in bold print are set in mushy 
concrete and of course open for discussion.  If you want something special bring it up, 
we are open to suggestions.  If you want to become a CD just ask and we will help you. 
 
February 

Feb 6th, 2010, Tri Village RC’ers Annual Swap Meet at the DuPage County 
Fairgrounds. 
SAC Meeting 11th  
Feb. 20th, 2010, Annual SAC Banquet 
Feb 27 th 2010, Fox Valley Aero Club Swap Meet. At the Kane County Fair 

Grounds 
March  
 SAC Meeting 11th  
April  
 SAC Meeting 8th 

Toledo 9, 10, 11, 2010 
 April 16 th, SAC Float Flt 
May  
 May 7th, SAC Float Fly 
 SAC Meeting 13h  
 May 16th Gentle Jungle Semi Annual swap Meet  

May 21st, SAC Float Fly 
May 23rd Combat at Thorn Creek 
May 29th, 2009, Float Fly Memorial Day Week-end, Vern Leets, CD 

June 
 June 4th, SAC Float Fly 

June 6th, Picnic (Ron Wegrzyn) 
 SAC Meeting 10th  
 June 18h, SAC Float Fly 
July July 2nd, SAC Float Fly 
 SAC Meeting 8th   
 July 16th, SAC Float Fly  
 July 17th  Model Masters WarBird event 
 July 18th, CUB FLY-IN CD Ron 
 July 25th, Giant Scale 
August 
 August 6th, SAC Float Fly  

SAC Meeting 12th  
August 15th Military Day 
August 20th, SAC Float Fly 
August 22nd Model Masters Big Bird Event 
August 22nd  Palos Military Event 

September 
 Sept. 4th, Labor Day Float Fly 
 SAC Meeting 9th  
 Sept. 12th Gentle Jungle Semi Annual swap Meet  

Sept. 17th, Last SAC Float Fly of 2010 
October 
 SAC Meeting 14th  
 Auction 28th, Ron 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2010 
Dues: $50 (Regular)   $10 (under 18)    

Name (Please print): _____________________________   AMA No.: _____________ 
Date of Birth: _______________       Email: __________________________________ 
Are you able to save the club some money by getting the DOPE CAN from the club’s website 

instead of by US mail?:   YES:   NO:       Are you a Veteran?:       
Please supply your transmitter channels: 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

  Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 
Address: ___________________________            Phone: (        ) ______________ 
  ___________________________ 
  ___________________________ 

Please bring you membership form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 
Pat Dillon,  335 Rossford Lane, New Lenox, IL   60451 
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 January 2010 Show & Tell Projects            by Ken Hallberg 

  Steve Noel and Pete Dennis were the “show & tell’ presenters this month. 

Steve described two new products that 
have recently come to market. 
The first one was a HABU Ducted Fan that 
has a wide flight envelope and forgiving 
slow speed handling. 
The other model was a Micro 4 Site Ultra 
Micro that has a flying weight of 1.25 oz. 

Pete’s lastest is a MRC Panic.It’s a 3D capable that’s been around for 25 years 
and is very popular in the UK. MRC is importing this aerobatic sport biplane as 
an ARF. Pete powers his with a Evolution 61 and controls it with JR equipment. 

                                          SAFE FLYING IS NO ACCIDENT 
                                                          Protect your right to fly! 
Everyone is hurt when a careless action causes an accident. SAC’s Officers sincerely believe our members will react 
favorably and will comply with Safety Rules if given factual information.  SAC Safety & Flying Field Etiquette will be 
published in the Dope Can on a regular basis, reviewed at least once a year at club meetings and new members will 
receive a copy along with their membership card. A copy of this document will also be kept in the pin box for refeence. 
Follow the Rules for safe flying. 
Follow these Rules and you will save your hobby, save your airplane and maybe save someone from serious injury. 
 
In situations where specific guidance is not provided, sound judgment must prevail. 
SAFETY & FIELD USE RULES 
THE SAFETY OFFICER OR ANY CLUB MEMBER SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO ENFORCE SAC SAFETY RULES. IN 
MOST CASES, A SIMPLE REMINDER OF THE RULES WILL REMEDY A SITUATION. HOWEVER, IF A FLYER DELIBER-
ATELY REFUSES TO COMPLY WITH A SPECIFIC RULE, THE SAFETY OFFICER OR A CLUB MEMBER MAY REPORT THE 
FACTS TO THE CLUB PRESIDENT. THE INCIDENT SHALL THEN BECOME CLUB BUSINESS FOR DISCUSSION AT A 
BOARD MEETING AND APPROPRIATE ACTION, IF ANY, WOULD BE DETERMINED.  
 
EMERGENCY INFORMATION: 
Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, 1st aid materials and fire extinguishers. 
With 2.4 pins aren’t necessary but remember not everyone has converted. 
Ambulance service can be obtained by dialing 911 and requesting help at “The Flying Field Located on Flossmor Road and 
Central Avenue”. 
Local hospitals: 
   Advocate South Suburban Hospital  St James Hospital 
   17800 Kedzie Av    20201 Crawford Av 
   Hazel Crest    Olympia Fields 
   708-799-8000    708-747-4000 
Emergency information signs are posted . 
Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and determine what 
can be done to prevent re-occurrences. 
REMEMBER, field safety is a 24/7 job. If we follow the safety rules and practice common sense we all have fun and a 
more enjoyable experience. 

               FLY SAFELY; INSIST YOUR FELLOW PILOTS DO THE SAME                                            
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ANNUAL SAC BANQUET 
February 20, 2010 

The Ashford House 
(Corner of 159th and 80th Ave.   Just east of the Clark Gas Station.) 

You still have time to sign up for the SAC Annual Banquet.  The Banquet will start at 6:00pm, with the 
meal starting at 7:00pm, the entertainment will start at 8:00pm, and a few gifts will be given away after 
the entertainment.  Again there will be two $50.00 gift certificates for the ladies.  You don’t have to buy 
raffle tickets.  Everyone that comes will get a ticket. We are limited to 56 people, so please contact me 

ASAP. 
6:00-10:00 open cash bar 

7:00-8:00 meal will be served family style 
Soup, Salad, and Dinner Rolls, Roast Sirloin of Beef 

Oven Roasted Chicken, Polish Sausage and Sauerkraut 
Mashed Potatoes and Green Beans, Ice Cream 

Coffee, Tea, Milk, Soft Drinks 
8:00-9:00 entertainment 

I will need your money by the February meeting.  So please sign up and bring your money to the February 
meeting.  The entertainment this year will be Ken Sevara a well known comedian. The price is $25.00 per 

person. 
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THE SAFETY PAGE                           Ken Hallberg, Safety VP 
Electric aircraft have become an exciting and fun part of our flying activities. They are flown indoors and outdoors and they can 

cause serious injuries and damage if the pilot doesn’t keep safety the #1 priority.  
The RC electrics that are hitting store shelves are mind (and wallet) boggling. Out of box and into the air in the time it takes to 

charge the batteries. 
But there are hazards that you have to avoid or injuries can result. 

We know our fuel-powered aircraft, and understand that the fuel and sources of sparks don’t mix. We know that until a battery is 
applied to the glow plug and the prop is flipped the engine is not going to start. The batteries are just overgrown flashlight cells and 
charging and discharging them requires no special care or handling. 

Electrics however have some special requirements for safe operation.  
ESC’s can be prone to glitches and when you connect the battery, motor and prop should be regarded as a loaded gun, ready to 
go off.   
LiPo batteries have shown to be prone to spontaneous combustion, and even explosion under the right set of circumstances.  
Charging needs careful monitoring and dedicated equipment and even then, don’t charge/discharge them in the house or any-
where that such a hazard can’t be controlled. 
Pilot and launcher need to agree on a procedure for the launch that doesn’t involve the mixture of the fingers and the prop!Park 
flyers are often flown in schoolyards, park and backyards. These aircraft, even small ones, are potentially dangerous to people and 
can cause property damage. You must be able to control your model and understand that even if you are an AMA member, that 
there is NO insurance provided if you are flying in such a public place!  
You're always better off flying at our field or at an AMA Club field. 
            Some basic rules of operation: 
            1.Learn about electrics before you fly 
            2.Wear protective eyeglasses when working on your aircraft 
            3.Keep the prop facing away from you whenever the battery is in place and connected 
            4.Learn to use LiPo batteries properly, if not, don’t use them at all 
          5.Learn to launch and retrieve safely – keep fingers and eyes safe! 
            6.Don’t fly around other people   
            7.Expect that your motor will start by itself, that the prop will fly off, the battery will self-destruct  
               and don’t be caught by surprise if they do! 
 
 REMEMBER  – FLY SAFELY, INSIST YOUR FELLOW PILOTS DO THE SAM E 
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KEN SEVARA 
Comedian 

 
I think you’ll enjoy the entertainment this year.  Ken has been around for a while and has 
worked for such prominent organizations as McDonald’s, AT&T, Enterprise Rent-a-Car, 
Ameritech, Deloitte and Touche, Subaru-Isuzu, the FBI, Burger King, the Chicago White 
Sox and numerous associations. 
 
Ken’s impressive background includes appearing on national television shows including 
the Fox Network, Comedy Central and ESPN.  In addition to hosting his own radio and 
television talk shows, Ken has also been heard on over 1000 radio stations across the 
country and is a frequent guest on the nationally syndicated “Bob and Tom Show.” 
 
Ken was also heard on WLS Talk Radio in Chicago, on the “Jerry Agar Show” as part of 
“Jerry’s Kidders”, the show was number one in the ratings in the Chicago AM radio mar-
ket. 
 
Ken will also be seen in a new play “You’re on the Air: A Talk Radio Parody”, 
which will debut in January of  2010 at the Beverly Arts Center in Chicago. 
Produced by Vicki Quade and directed by Cecile D. Keenan, the play is a fictional and 
funny story of one man’s slide down the radio dial. 
 
Sevara has also shared the stage with entertainers such as Jerry Seinfeld, Bill Murray, 
George Carlin, Jay Leno, and Gloria Estefan.  Sevara headlines major comedy circuits 
across the country and has appeared at Caesar’s Palace, Lake Tahoe. 
 
So come on out to the Annual SAC Banquet and socialize with your fellow club members 
and be entertained by Ken Sevara world renowned comedian! 


